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training which in those days of no specialisation fitted
a boy alike for the university or for business. Had
his father continued prosperous, J. J. Ruskin would
doubtless in due time have become an Edinburgh
student, for he showed a strong bent for Latin and
philosophy; but the family affairs had gone wrong, or
were going wrong, and young John James went into
business. It was fortunate that9 he did so, for his
commercial success enabled him to surround his son
with those affluent influences which suffered his genius
to develop along its own lines. A place was found for
the elder Ruskin in a wine-merchant's office in London.
There he spent two years, and in 1809 he entered into
partnership with a Mr. Telford, a wealthy squire of
Kent, and a M. Domecq, a great grower of sherry.
Telford, as Mr. Collingwood notes, contributed the
capital, Domecq the sherry, and Ruskin the brains.

For nine years, taking no holidays that were not
business journeys, J. J. Ruskin exercised those brains
in putting his firm on a sound basis. His sensitive
honour had made him resolve to pay off all his father's
debts before he would lay by a penny for himself.
When that was accomplished, he went north to claim
the girl who had been his betrothed during all the years
of his servitude. Margaret Cox was his cousin, the
daughter of a Yarmouth skipper. For a long time she
had lived with J. J. Ruskin's mother in Edinburgh,
whither she had gone on the marriage of his sister.
Her own mother, the skipper's widow, kept the old
King's Head Inn in Groydon Market-place, and had